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Placement Test for New Students at  am Language Studio

Full Name: ___________________________________________________________

This is a placement test that helps us assess your level and allocate you to the appropriate class.  Kindly follow the instructions.  Do not use a dictionary, or obtain help from any other source.   Thank you!

Section 1 (following page)

In Section 1 you will see a letter written by a student on a summer course to an English penfriend.   At 42 places in the letter there is a gap where one or more words are missed out.   There are four alternatives for filling the gap, and the alternatives are shown underneath.   You must choose the best alternative by putting a circle around the right letter, A or B or C or D.   Only one alternative is correct.   No.s 1 and 2 are done for you as an example.

Dear Pete,

Yes, it's really true!   Here (1) in England on my Summer Holiday English Course.   Not in Manchester, I'm afraid but in the south of England.   I (2) here for almost two weeks now.   The course (3) three weeks, so (4) one more week left.   I am writing this letter during a break between lessons so I (5) finish it off tonight when I (6) home. Yes, this is my home now.   You see, I am on a Family Stay Course, and my family is the Brown family.   They were waiting for me when I (7).   They are very nice and they are very kind (8) me.   I (9) to my new home by car – a Jaguar!   At first I found (10) follow what they said because they speak so quickly (or is it just me?), but now I can understand almost everything.   I (ll) Mrs Brown's first words: 'How about a nice cup of tea?'   Well, (12) a nice cup of tea and a sandwich and I really felt at home.

The Browns have two children:  a boy of my own age, Alan, and a girl, Elaine, (13) 19 years old.   Alan is very keen on swimming and we go almost every day.   I  really have (14) here, and every minute is enjoyable.   Let me (15) you about a typical day.   Lessons start at 9.30 and we have (16) lunch at 12.30    The teacher, Janet, is very good.   She makes her pupils (17) quite hard, but I enjoy it.   The lessons are much (18) at home.   I (19) hate language lessons at school, but now I really enjoy (20) English.   The (21) (22) 'Relay', and it is very good.   The lessons are so enjoyable that sometimes I wish (23) one or two more hours a day!

In the afternoons we go on visits or we play games.   I have learnt to play tennis and I (24) win the school competition... perhaps.   Well, I beat Jean, a French boy from Paris, and now if I beat Mohammad (from Libya), I shall be the champion!!   We played football yesterday, but I'm afraid my team (25) 6-0.   Of course, you (26) take part in the games.   After all, some people prefer shopping and walking to sport, (27).   Some of my class (28) to visit a fire station tomorrow, but I don't know (29) to go or not.   Last Friday I could have gone on a trip to Stonehenge, but I went shopping and played tennis instead.   It all depends (30) how you feel.

By the way, (31) my postcard from London?   I'd like (32) it for me, if possible, as a souvenir.   I (33) to your parents yet.   You said they're on holiday in Germany.   If I (34) a postcard to the hotel, do you think they would get it before they (35) home? You know, I left my camera at home.   I was so angry.   I have made so many friends from all over the world, and if I (36) my camera, I (37) have taken everybody's photograph and shown them to you.

In the evenings we have parties, singsongs, games, talks, discos, etc, etc.   Last night, for example, was International Evening.   Everybody (38) sing a song about his or her county.   They asked me to sing (39) again, so they (40) it, I suppose.   Tomorrow night is Disco Night.

Well, I suppose I'd (41) now.   Looking forward to hearing from you.

Best wishes,


Mario.

P.S.   When (42) back from her holiday in Spain?

	1. A  I be

       B  I am

C  I is

D  I are
	2. A am

B was

       C have been

D had been
	3. A  are lasting

B  is lasting

C  last

D  lasts
	4. A  it is

B  there will be

C  there is

       D  it will be

	5. A  shall have to

B  shall must

C  must go

D  will go
	6. A  am going

B  will go

C  go

D  went
	7. A  was arriving

B  have arrived

C  had arrived

D  arrived
	8. A  for

B  to

C  with

D  by

	9. A  was took

B  was taking

C  took

D  was taken
	10. A   it difficult to

B   it difficult

C   difficult to

D  difficulty to
	11. A  won't never forget

B  am never forgetting

C  never forget

D  will never forget
	12. A  to me was given

B  I was given

C  it was given me

D was given to me

	13. A  which is

B  who is

C  that is

D  whose is
	14. A  so much for doing

B   so much doing

C  so much for

D  so much to do
	15. A  tell

B   telling

C  to tell

D  would tell
	16. A  we

B  our

C  ours

D  us

	17. A  work

B  working

C  to work

D  works
	18. A  as interesting as

B  interesting than

C  so interesting as

D  more interesting than
	19. A  am used to

B  used to

C  use to

D  was use to
	20. A  to learn

B  that I learn

C  learning

D I am learning

	21. A  book we use

B  book who we use

C  book that used

D  book which we used
	22. A  calls

B  is calling

C  called

D  is called
	23. A  we have

B  we will have

C  we had

D  we may have
	24. A  might

B  can

C  am able to

D would be able to

	25. A  beat

B  has beaten

C  was beaten

D  is beaten
	26. A  must not

B  don't have to

C  don't need

D  mustn't have to
	27. A  isn't it?

B  aren't they?

C  doesn't it?

D  don't they?
	28. A  shall going

B  will going

C  are going

D  is going

	29. A if

B  whether

C  will I

D  should I
	30. A  on

B  of

C  from

D  in
	31. A  did you get

B  had you got

C  got you

D  have you get
	32. A  you keep

B   for you keep

C  that you keep

D  you to keep

	33. A  don't write

B  didn't write

C  haven't written

D  hadn't written
	34. A  sent

B  would send

C  will send

D  am sending
	35. A  will come

B  come

C  would come

D  are coming
	36. A  had brought

B would have     brought

C  would bring

D  have brought

	37. A  can

B  could

C  had been able to

D  may
	38. A  has to

B  should

C  must

D  had to
	39. A  my

B  mine

C  the my one

D  mine own
	40. A  had to like

B  must have liked

C  have had to like

D ought to have liked

	41. A  better to finish

B  better finishing

C  better have finished

D  better finish
	42. A  your sister comes

B  does your sister comes

C  does your sister come

D  is your sister come


Section 2

In Section 2 you have to fill in 32 gaps.   Each gap shows that one word is missing.   You must write one suitable word in each gap.  The first two gaps are already filled in for you.   Choose the most probable word.   For example, the word for number (2) could be 'drove' or 'travelled'.   'Drove' is more probable.

1. THE  PICNIC

I'd like to tell you about my friends, Peter and Chip.   Peter lives next door.   Peter and I like picnics very much.   Chip is a dog.   He likes picnics, too.   Last weekend we went for a picnic with Chip.   We (1).....packed.... some sandwiches and coffee in a basket.   We (2).....drove....into the country and when we came to (3) .............................river we stopped.   When we took the basket out (4) ................................the car we found Chip in the basket!   There (5) ............................ no sandwiches.   We were angry because we had nothing (6)............................... eat.   We sat by the river and we (7) .......................... our coffee.   After about two hours we went home.   (8) .................................ate a big meal at home because we were very (9)........................................   Chip lay down in front of the fire and (10) ...................................... asleep.   Peter said it was the last time he (11) ...................... ...........................going for a picnic with a dog!
2. GUITAR  BLUES

I learned to play the guitar when I was 15.   It happened like this.   I was watching television one day at home and there was a programme on about pop music.   The man on the programme was talking to Bert Jansch, a folk guitarist.   Well, Bert Jansch said he had paid £3 (12)..............................his first guitar and that anybody could learn (13).............................. play quite well in just six months.   He (14) ......................................... not have a teacher or books but taught (15) ........................................... I was so interested in what Bert Jansch (16) ......................................... that I made up my mind to buy (17)................................... guitar and learn all about it.   I told (18) .................................... parents about the programme and Bert Jansch.   They (19) ..................................... to him on the radio and, to my (20) .............................................. they liked him.   The next day I telephoned (21) ......................... few music shops in town and found one (22) ........................................ a mere £8!   It was not new, (23) ............................... it was in excellent condition.   I had to (24) ......................... up for the guitar out of the money (25) ...................................... earned.   I insisted on learning without a teacher even (26) ....................................... it is recommended.   Well, Bert Jansch was (27) ................................ I did learn the guitar and it took (28) .............................. than six months, only five, in fact.   Music helps (29) ............................ relax, and even now I practise at (30) ..................................... two hours every day.   My first LP is soon (31) .................................................... appear in the record shops.   It is (32) ................................... 'Guitar Blues'.

Section 3
In Section 3 you must write answers to some simple questions about yourself and your country.   You must write in English without the use of a dictionary.

1. Which country are you from?  What is it like?

2.  How do you spend your free time?   What are your hobbies?
3. Write something about your friends.

General Information

1.
How long have you been studying English?

2. Where did you learn English?  (Kindly list a brief history of your English studies)

3.
Have you been on an English Language Course Before?  Yes □        No □  
If your have answered the above question Yes, please answer the following:
When where you last on an English Language Course? ______________________________

Where was the course held?____________________________________________________

How long was the English Language Course? ______________________________________

What level was the English Language Course? _____________________________________
4. Why do you want to learn English?

Thank you for taking the time to complete the test!  You will be informed of your level as soon as the test has been processed.
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